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Three levels of gendered
value chain analysis

Adapted from Coles and Mitchell (2011)



Adapted from Coles and Mitchell (2011)

Comparing women‘s and
men‘s participation and gains



Sample and methods

Location: Babati, Kongwa and Kiteto districts, Tanzania

Mixed methods approach: survey, focus groups discussions, semi-structured interviews

Men Women

Producers
Traders

200
35

178
81

Focus group discussions
Semi-structured interviews

22
7

24
17

Total 264 300

Limitations: one respondent per household, perceived labor, income and expenditure



Extension training

Access to credit

Access to land and 
water

Labour shares

Imbalance of 
income and 
expenditure 
sharesMale 

income 
control 

Confidentiality

Producers

Patrilineal land 
inheritance

MHHs Men Women

Labour
Share

59,5% 71,5%

HH 
Income
Annual

915 
USD

652 
USD



Access to credit

Savings

Labour shares

More balance of 
income and 
expenditure shares

Women’s 
control of 

own income

Confidentiality

Traders

Feminization of 
retail

MHHs Men Women

Labour
Share

71,0% 88,5%

HH 
Income
Annual

1567 
USD

1657 
USD



Comparing producers and traders (MHHs only)

Perception 
Own Share

Labour
Men

Labour
Women

Producers 59,5% 71,5%

Traders 71,0% 88,5%

Only tendencies (limitations of survey data)!

Further research needed on
- Joint and individual labour investments
- Resulting income shares and income control
- Typologies of households

More or less balance?

Producers: Men‘s share of income and
expenditure above 75%

Traders: Shares of husbands and wives between
25% and 75%



Institutional level

Further research needed on differential norms that 
underlie participation and gains of producers versus 
traders.

Multiple norms of labor and income sharing co-exist. 
Respondents describe deviant cases.

“Homes that lack participation, these are the homes 
that we say are still based on patriarchy (mfumo
dume). Even when you look at their level of 
development, they haven’t reached far. Because if the 
mother cannot advise the father, he is likely to do 
whatever he thinks is right, even if it is not”. 
(Man in a FGD in Babati, Tanzania)



Conclusions

1. Importance of integrating household 
methodologies into agricultural development 
interventions to transform inequitable decision-
making at the household level. 

2. Key role of community leaders in facilitating 
gender transformation. Raising community 
leaders’ gender awareness and their support for 
women’s economic activities.



Thank you!
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